HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWIA 0AA

Philip Atkins Esq
Conservative Leader
Staffordshire County Council
Tipping Street
Stafford ST16 2DH
28" February, 2010

Dear Mr Atkins

Re. The Knutton Village Farm Project in Newcastle-under-Lyme

You will recall that I raised the issue of progress at the project with you last November,
having been contacted by people involved, who were concerned that lack of County co-
operation was threatening the future of a £50,000 lottery grant.

The project was fully supported by the previous Labour administration at the County and
has involved an enormous amount of hard work by volunteers so far, generating great
anticipation among local schools and children as an attraction, in particular.

It won the £50,000 ‘People’s Millions’ grant from the Big lottery in a West Midlands
telephone poll, televised on ITV, at the end of November, 2008 — with thousands of
people phoning in with their support, again with the County’s active participation.

After I contacted you in mid-November, you acknowledged my e-mail and said you
would have the issue looked into as a matter of urgency. I have, however, heard nothing
back from you since and repeated efforts to get the official position out of the County
have simply hit a brick wall. Some staff, indeed, have been afraid to discuss the matter.

I have, however, now had confirmation from the lottery itself that the County’s has failed
after all this time to grant the farm a lease on the unused land next to the Sure Start
children’s centre. This means it cannot meet the conditions for the grant and the lottery
money has now been lost — to the great disappointment of all involved.

I am also being asked increasingly now by local parents what the future holds for the
project, at all. I would, therefore, be grateful if you could let me have answers as soon as
possible to the following questions:

1. Why did the County Council not issue a lease to the project on 16" November, 2009,
so as to be able to secure the £50,000 lottery grant. The County’s legal team was ready,
namely, finally to authorise a lease, but the Property department changed its stance — it
now required a service road to be built first, meaning much more funding was needed.

2. What plans has the County Council to make good to the project for the people of
Knutton the £50,000 grant needlessly and embarrassingly lost from the Lottery?



